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DETAILED ACTION 



This is a first office action in response to application no. 09/800,736 filed on 3/8/2001 in which 
claims 1-7 are presented for examination. 

Specification 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lathrop (U.S. 
Pat. No. 6,288,743) in view of Takemura (Foreign Pub. No. JP 11088672 A). 

Please note that the Examiner is using Takemura (U.S. PaL No. 6,657,658) as a translation of 
Takemura (Foreign Pub. No. JP 11088672 A). 

Regarding claim 1, Lathrop teaches an electronic camera, comprising: an imaging device 
which converts an optical image into an analog image signal (Fig. 1, element 16; col. 3, lines 5- 
32); an A/D converter which converts the analog image signal outputted from the imaging device 
into a digital image signal (Fig. 1, element 18; col. 3 5 lines 33-50); an unprocessed data storing 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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device which stores the digital image signal outputted from the A/D converter as unprocessed 
image data (Fig. 1, element 32; col. 3, line 33- col. 4, line 18); and a signal processing device 
which processes the unprocessed image data read out from the unprocessed data storing device 
into a processed image (col. 4, lines 1-18). Furthermore, Lathrop teaches image processing 
algorithms perform interpolation, color correction, tone correction, and edge enhancement (col. 
4, lines 1-18); and that a processed image is conveyed to a host computer comprising a monitor 
(Fig. 1, elements 12 and 40; col. 4, lines 52-58). 

Takemura does not specifically teach processing image data in accordance with an image 
property parameter; and an image property setting device through which an instruction is 
inputted to change data of the image property parameter. 

However, Takemura teaches a digital camera signal processing device which processes 
unprocessed image data into a processed image data in accordance with an image property 
parameter (col. 8, lines 23-46); an image property setting device through which an instruction is 
inputted to change data of the image property parameter (Figs. 2, 3, and 4; col. 7, lines 28-60); 
and a display which displays an image represented by the processed image data processed by the 
signal processing device in accordance with the data of the image property parameter set with the 
image property setting device (Fig. 6, element 102; Fig. 2, element 11; col. 8, lines 23-46). One 
of ordinary skill in the art would have enabled a user to manually set an image property 
parameter, as in the color balance correction of Takemura (Figs. 3 and 4), instead of the 
automatic color correction of Lathrop (Lathrop: col. 4, lines 1-18) in order to ensure that the 
selected property parameter actually results in a desired finish (Takemura: col. 1, lines 60-67). 
As a result, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
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invention to enable a user to manually set an image property parameter in order to ensure that the 
selected property parameter actually results in a desired finish. 

Regarding claim 2, Lathrop teaches a recording device that records, in a record medium, 
the processed image data processed by the signal processing device (Fig. 1, element 32; col. 4, 
lines 1-18). 

Regarding claim 3, Lathrop teaches the record medium is an external record medium 
detachably connected to the electronic camera (Fig. 1, element 32; col. 4, lines 37-51). 

Regarding claim 4, Lathrop teaches a recording device that records, in a record medium, 
the unprocessed image data (col. 4, lines 1-18). Lathrop does not teach recording the 
unprocessed image data with the data of the image property parameter. 

However, Takemura teaches recording to a memory card the unprocessed original image 
data and attaching finish information comprising image processing values (col. 8, lines 30-56). 
One of ordinary skill in the art would have recorded the original image data with image property 
parameters in order to enable the reproduction of prints according to the finish information (col. 
9, lines 1-12). As a result, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to record the original image data with image property parameters in order 
to enable the reproduction of prints according to the finish information. 

Regarding claim 5, please see the 103 rejection of claim 3. 

Regarding claim 6, Lathrop teaches the unprocessed data storing device comprises an 
external record medium detachably connected to the electronic camera (Fig. 1, element 32; col. 
4, lines 37-51). 
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Claim 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lathrop (U.S. Pat. 
No. 6,288,743), in view of Takemura (Foreign Pub. No. JP 11088672 A), and further in view 
of Heard (U.S. Pat. No. 4,671,655). 

Regarding claim 7, Takemura teaches displaying a menu to enable a user to adjust the 
level of the color balance of an image (Fig. 4; col. 7, lines 28-55). Takemura does not 
specifically teach displaying at least one of histogram, average level, peak level, and bottom 
level, of an analog image signal 

However, Heard teaches displaying a histogram showing a distribution of brightness 
values of an analog image signal (Fig. 1, element 17; col. 2, lines 18-21 and 58-70). One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have provided the histogram of Heard for the purpose of giving a 
photographer an indication of the distribution of luminance and the overall luminance (col. 1, 
lines 55-61). As a result, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to provided the histogram of Heard for the purpose of giving a 
photographer an indication of the distribution of luminance and the overall luminance 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian Jelinek whose telephone number is (703) 305-4724. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00 am - 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Christensen can be reached on (703) 308-9644. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Brian Jelinek 
8/13/2004 



